MIS650

Project Seminar

Class

Time: Tuesday 6:30 – 9:20
Location:  EH 449
Instructor

Name: Thomas W. Lauer, Ph.D.

Office: 442 Elliott Hall
Office Hours: by appointment

Office Phone: (248) 370­3278

E-mail: Lauer@oakland.edu
Required Texts

There is no required text for this class.  The instructor will pass out some papers and provide links to others.

Objective

The aim of this class is to provide the student with an opportunity to carry out an in-depth project that focuses on a topic of particular interest.  It is expected that the student will have identified an area of study of particular interest over the course of working through the MSITM curriculum.  MIS650 provides the opportunity for examining an area of study in greater depth by carrying out a research project together with a MIS faculty.

The course is organized around a set of defined projects including: case study research, survey research, simulation, a work product, in-depth literature review, and experimentation. The formal portion of the course will include a discussion of what is entailed for each project type.

Conduct of the course

The course will consist of a formal portion and a supervised portion during which the student will carry out the project.  There will be two primary outputs from the formal portion for each student, a topic analysis and a work plan.  During the first two class sessions, the student will be expected to come to settle on a topic and a get a loose commitment from a particular faculty to supervise the project.  (Note that the MIS650 instructor will serve jointly as supervisor for the student.) By the end of the formal sessions, the student will be expected to complete a topic analysis and a work plan.  

The topic analysis will serve as a detailed description of the project and will include a succinct discussion of the topic, its importance, some of the relevant literature, project methodology, and expected results.  In other words, the topic analysis will require the student to think through the project as a first step.  The work plan will identify the tasks required to complete the project.  For example, survey research includes questionnaire design, data collection, and data analysis.  Each of these activities can be further broken down.  The work plan would include the details of these activities together with completion dates.  The topic analysis together with the work plan can be thought of as a contract.  By fulfilling requirements set forth in these two documents, the student completes the course.  

As part of the formal portion of the course, the instructor will provide descriptions for each project type.  This will enable the student to develop a work plan that is complete and manageable.  

Grading

The student’s grade will be determined jointly by the course instructor and the student’s supervising faculty.  The course instructor will have ultimate responsibility for the grade.  The grade will be based primarily on the student’s final project, but will also include other work products such as the topic analysis and the work plan.

Approximate Course Schedule

The schedule will vary depending on whether the student is signing up for the Fall or the Winter semester.  The three formal sessions will take place in September for students signing up in either semester.  There will be one session devoted to project presentations at the end of the Fall semester, and one at the end of the Winter semester. 

Formal Sessions

Session 1

Introduction to the course

Developing a topic analysis.  The instructor will discuss the technique of developing a topic analysis. Relevant articles will be supplied by the instructor.

Session 2

Annotated bibliographies and literature reviews.

“How to write an annotated bibliography” – supplied by the instructor  

“Analyzing the past to prepare for the future: writing a literature review” http://www.misq.org/archivist/vol/no26/issue2/GuestEd.pdf
Session 3

Project templates.  Project templates will consist of materials that describe how to complete a project of some particular type together with an example of a completed project.  The following areas will be covered.

1. Case studies 

2. Survey research  

3. Simulation

4. Work products
5. Experiments 

Session 4
A completed and approved topic analysis

A project work plan
MIS650 Project Deliverables

1. Completed and approved topic analysis

2. Project work plan

3. A set of project work products including an annotated bibliography, a project report, and possibly software

4. A final presentation

