MIS641 Assignment

Due April 18, 2007
Use the “Manufaketure” article (see the syllabus for instructions on accessing this article) as background information.  Identify an industry (e.g. pharmaceuticals, software, music) that has been significantly affected by counterfeiting or piracy.  Find some additional articles that discuss the problem for that industry.  Then write a short essay (3 – 5 pages) addressing the following.  
1. From the standpoint of stakeholders in the industry, how serious is the problem?  Describe the problem.

2. Is China or the country where the preponderance of the counterfeiting occurs likely to change its policies with respect to the particular problem? Why or why not?
3. If applicable, discuss reverse engineering as it relates to the industry you have chosen.  Should reverse engineering be permitted?  If you say no, how would you prevent it?
4. Try to examine counterfeiting, piracy, and reverse engineering for the industry you have chosen in a historical context.  As the article points out, other countries in previous times (e.g. the US and Japan) have engaged in piracy, reverse engineering, and other IP violations.  Is the case of China different?  Should it be treated differently?

5. If the country will not take steps to counteract the problem, what should the US do?
