Discussion Questions for IP #1

1. What is property and what are property rights?  Are there any difficulties translating your notion of these into the domain of ‘intellectual property’?

2. How does digital technology create problems in the realm of copyrights and patents?

3. In order to create original works, we use material from the commons (the public domain).  For example musicians use folk melodies and phrases from other compositions, poets reference other poems and literature, inventors stand on the shoulders of other inventors and scientists using knowledge gained through their studies and learned in schools.  Is there a risk that lawyers and businesses will embark (or have embarked) on an intellectual land grab and eventually there will be nothing left to use for ‘raw material’?

