OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
DECISION AND INFORMATION SCIENCES DEPARTMENT 
MIS 300
Winter 2010: CRN  45272
Syllabus
 Following the new tradition of posting materials on a course website, the printed version of this Syllabus shall be considered advisory only; the official version of the Syllabus, constituting an implied contract between the course instructor and the student will be posted on the course Moodle website.  This version is a summary only.  Other course information, such as the schedule, policies, assignments and readings will be posted on that website.
	INSTRUCTOR:
	Prof. Paul Licker
 

	PHONE:

EMAIL:
 
	248-370-2432 

licker@oakland.edu 

	OFFICE / HOURS:
 
	336 Elliott Hall   MW 11 am to 1 pm or by appointment

	CLASS TIMES:

PLACE 
	Section  10488 TR – 3:00 – 4:15 

PH 306

	SUPPLEMENTARY
MATERIALS:
	All other required materials are available through the course website 

	OVERVIEW:
	MIS 300 is an introduction to the concepts, methodologies and tools for Management Information Systems (MIS) seen from the perspective of a business user. We will focus on the role of Information Technology (IT) as an enabler of business processes.
 

Information Technology is playing an ever-increasing role in business and it is important for all business students to have an understanding of how they may interact with Information Technology as a user, developer, analyst, entrepreneur, customer or manager.  In MIS 300 we will explore business processes, database technology, systems analysis, hardware, software, networks, system development, business analysis, and global and ethical issues related to Information Systems in business today and tomorrow.


(Prerequisite: CSE 125 or MIS 200 and Junior Standing)
 

	METHODS:
	The course involves lecture-discussion, classroom exercises, small-group teamwork, electronic communication, individual exams, and task assignments.

	WORKSHOPS:
	A variety of workshops will be conducted in order to familiarize students with a number of tools, techniques, and practical ideas useful in the course project.  These workshops will take place on Thursday afternoons in the course lecture location.
 

	PROJECT:
	The class will be divided randomly into project groups of between four and six students (some variations may be possible in the case of students who work together; this will be discussed in class and this sort of variation must be approved by the instructor).  Each project group will carry through a term-long project consisting of investigation of an information process challenge and the specification and development of a prototype solution to that challenge.  Details are available on the course website.  Skills needed in the project will be those typically available to a third-year student; additional skill development will take place in course workshops.
There are three project deliverables.  During the semester, project groups will submit a series of project progress reports.  These reports, which will submitted on a form weekly, describe and document project progress.  These reports are graded PASS/FAIL and constitute half the project grade.  The second deliverable is a project demonstration/presentation.  This presentation demonstrates the project solution in prototype.  Each project group will make such a demonstration during the final two weeks of the course. Feedback from student and instructor questions will be useful in preparing the third project deliverable, the project final report.  This report, due a few days after the final class, details the rationale, methods, design, and evaluation of the solution to the information process challenge.
Details on the deliverables, their timing and the subsequent evaluation can be found on the course Moodle website.


	HOMEWORK EXERCISES:
	The homework exercises consist of short essays (typically of less than 150 words), to be submitted through the Moodle website.  These individual writing exercises are intended to assist the student in learning to think about and express thoughts about information systems in business.

	SUBMITTING HOMEWORK:
	All homework will be submitted through Moodle.

	EXAMS:
	There will be one mid-term and one final exam concerning the concepts of Management Information Systems covered in the readings, exercises, project and the class discussions. The exam format will be multiple choice. For both the Mid-Term and Final Exams, you will need Scantron Form No. 882-ES, which is available at the bookstore in the Oakland Center. You will also need a #2 pencil (bring a spare, too) for filling out the form during the test.  Make-up exams will not be given, except in extenuating circumstances.  
 

	GRADING:
	Deliverable
Homeworks 
Project Progress Rpts
Project Demonstration
Project Final Report
Mid-Term Exam
Final Exam
Summary:
Individual
Group
Written
Presentation
Form
Examination
 
	Proportion of Grade
15%: 3 @ 5%  
10 % (Pass/Fail)
10 %
15%
25%
25%

65%
35%
30%
10%
10%
50%


	 We will use the tenth-of-a-point grading system and the overall class median will likely be approximately in the 2.7 - 2.9 range. Individual grades will be based on the overall distribution of scores in the class.   Grades will not be "curved".   

	GRADE CONVERSION:
	Score
	Grade
	Score
	Grade
	Score
	Grade

	 Lower limit:
	0.986
	4.0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	0.966
	3.9
	0.786
	2.9
	0.686
	1.9

	 
	0.946
	3.8
	0.776
	2.8
	0.676
	1.8

	 
	0.926
	3.7
	0.766
	2.7
	0.666
	1.7

	 
	0.906
	3.6
	0.756
	2.6
	0.656
	1.6

	 
	0.886
	3.5
	0.746
	2.5
	0.646
	1.5

	 
	0.866
	3.4
	0.736
	2.4
	0.636
	1.4

	 
	0.846
	3.3
	0.726
	2.3
	0.626
	1.3

	 
	0.826
	3.2
	0.716
	2.2
	0.616
	1.2

	 
	0.806
	3.1
	0.706
	2.1
	0.606
	1.1

	 
	0.796
	3.0
	 0.696
	2.0
	0.596
	1.0


 

	ACADEMIC CONDUCT:
 
	University policies related to proper Academic Conduct will be followed. For more details on those policies, click here.  
This is a blended course.  Although we will meet mostly in person, several classes will be mediated through Moodle; these classes will not “meet” in the traditional sense; instead you will be assigned readings and exercises to be performed through the course Moodle website.  Hence understanding of Moodle is necessary to complete this course.  For face-to-face classes, attendance will be taken; an attendance sheet will be circulated at each class for you to initial.  If you miss more than four classes without documentation (such as a doctor's note, for example), the instructor will speak with you and in the absence of mitigating circumstances, will reduce your grade by 0.1 for each class missed beyond four.  Please note that signing the attendance sheet is part of proper academic conduct, too.

For course policies, check the course Moodle website.

	PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT:
	Student communications to and with the instructor shall at all times be conducted in a professional and courteous manner.  Student communications with one another shall also be professional, courteous and in the spirit of learning.

 


